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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
100.00 Policy 
In accordance with Government Code Section 65589.7, Amador Water Agency will give 
a priority to requests for water and wastewater service for projects that include 
affordable housing and will not deny, condition, or reduce services to such a project 
unless it makes certain specific findings described below.  
 
200.00 Definitions 
 
The terms “affordable housing” and “water or sewer services” shall have the same 
meaning as provided in Government Code Section 65589.7. 
 
300.00 Service Limitations 
 
In the event the Agency experiences service limitations due to water supply shortages, 
collection system or treatment plant capacity constraints, or regulatory restrictions, the 
Agency shall, to the extent reasonably feasible, grant priority to proposed developments 
that include affordable housing. In meeting this obligation, the Agency shall take into 
account (i) the Housing Element of the General Plan adopted by Amador County or 
each city within the Agency’s service area provided to the Agency in accordance with 
Government Code Section 65589.7(a) and (ii) other plans, documents, and information 
that provide a reasonable basis for making service determinations.  The Agency shall 
not discriminate in any prohibited manner when processing requests for service for 
affordable housing developments. 
 
400.00       Service Denials, Conditions, or Reductions           
 
Applications for proposed developments that include affordable housing shall not be 
denied, nor shall conditions be imposed thereon or service which are applied for be 
reduced, unless the Agency makes specific written findings that the denial, condition, or 
reduction is necessary due to the existence of one or more of the following: 
 

(1) The Agency does not have “sufficient water supply,” as defined in paragraph 
(2) of subdivision (a) of Section 66473.7, or is operating under a water 
shortage emergency as defined in Section 350 of the Water Code, or does 
not have sufficient water treatment or distribution capacity, to serve the needs 
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of the proposed development, as demonstrated by a written engineering 
analysis and report. 
 

(2) The Agency, or a system within the Agency, is subject to a compliance order 
issued by the State Department of Health Services that prohibits new water 
connections. 
 

(3) The Agency does not have sufficient wastewater treatment or collection 
capacity, as demonstrated by a written engineering analysis and report on the 
condition of the treatment or collection works, to serve the needs of the 
proposed development. 

 
(4) The Agency is under an order issued by a regional water quality control board 

that prohibits new sewer or wastewater system connections. 
 

(5) The applicant has failed to agree to reasonable terms and conditions relating 
to the provision of service generally applicable to development projects 
seeking service from the public agency or private entity, including, but not 
limited to, the requirements of local, state, or federal laws and regulations or 
payment of a fee or charge imposed pursuant to Section 66013. 

 

The Board of Directors delegates authority make these findings to the General 
Manager.  The General Manager shall report the use of this authority to make such 
findings and deny, condition, or reduce services on that basis to the Board at the 
following regular Board meeting.  This report may be oral as part of a regular General 
Manger’s report. 
 
 
500.00  
 
At the time the Agency makes specific findings in accordance with Section 400.00 
above and denies service, the Agency shall also, if possible, establish written conditions 
whereby the applicant can address and remedy the Agency’s findings to the satisfaction 
of the Agency. 
 
 
600.00      Policy Review  
 
This Policy shall be reviewed at least every five years. 


