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Cathodic protection extends 
the life of tanks and pipelines 
by slowing natural corrosion 
of metals.

Meeting AWA’s 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan
Progress on Improving Amador County’s Water and Wastewater Infrastructure

•	 AWA is working hard on water and wastewater system improvements and preventive maintenance 
to provide customers with reliable, sustainable service throughout Amador County. 
•   You can see what and where AWA has been working to improve water and wastewater systems on 		
	 our website in the Water and Wastewater 5-Year Capital Improvement Plans. 

	 AWA crews and contractors have made significant progress on a number of critical 
projects since the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan was adopted in 2021. Sixteen priority 
projects are completed, and 24 are under construction or in design. 
	 AWA will have invested over $15 million dollars on these projects to improve the county’s 
aging infrastructure through the end of June 2025. Capital Improvement Projects are funded by 
capacity fees, grants, low-interest loans/bond funding and ratepayers.

Increasing Capacity at AWA’s Water Treatment Plants
•	 Demand from existing water customers now exceeds the maximum amount of water that the Ione Water 
Treatment Plant can reliably produce during peak summer use. A number of projects to increase the current 
capacity of the Ione Water Treatment Plant are underway along with expansion of the backwash system, and site 
security and access improvements.  
•    The Tanner Water Treatment Plant on Ridge Road provides water to Jackson, Sutter Creek, Amador City, 
Drytown and Plymouth, plus western unincorporated Amador County. In summer months, the Tanner Treatment 
Plant is running at maximum capacity with limited storage in case of emergency shut-downs. Projects in design 
include a new, larger clearwell, plant improvements for flow control and reliability, and drying beds to expand the 
plant’s backwash capacity.

Extending Infrastructure Life with Cathodic Protection
To prevent the natural corrosion of metallic structures, “cathodic protection” systems are 
being designed for five AWA pipelines and tanks, significantly extending the useful lifespan 
of this infrastructure.

Cost-Saving Partnership with US Mines 
•     AWA and US Mine Corp are partnering on a project that 
will greatly reduce costs to dispose of backwash water at the 
Ione Water Treatment Plant while providing a source of water 
for industrial use at US Mine’s clay and sand operations just 
south of Ione. 

•     The Ione Water Treatment plant produces approximately 75,300 gallons of 
backwash water (water that has been used to clean treatment plant filters) every day 
and expects that to double within ten years’ time. Backwash will be piped about 1.3 
miles to the US Mines property at a cost much lower than other disposal options and provide a beneficial reuse of 
millions of gallons of water every year. The project is expected to take 1 -2 years to complete.

US Mines Corp, Ione



AMADOR WATER AGENCY   •  SUMMER 2025  •   AMADORWATER.ORG

Saving Water is an Agency-Wide Effort
$3 Million State Grant for Water Conservation
AWA will be reimbursed by a State Dept. of Water Resources grant for projects that conserve water thus improving 
Mokelumne River flows to the Delta during dry years. Projects underway or planned include:
•	 Replacing a leaking pressure relief valve in Amador City (completed). 
•	 Rehabilitating the sports fields irrigation system at Howard Park in Ione and replacing a significant area of 
irrigated turf with low water use landscaping on Howard Park’s Picnic Hill.
•	 Replacing aging pipes identified in the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan, including a number of leaking pipes in 
Sutter Creek.
•	 For detection and repair of hidden system leaks, AWA will work with leak 
detection consultants to look for underground problems and may acquire leak 
detection equipment for ongoing use.

Lake Camanche Village Leaking Line Replacement
Since 2013, AWA Construction Dept. has replaced hundreds of 1970s-era water service 
pipelines in Lake Camanche Village. These old pipes installed by the original developer 
have been the source of numerous leaks through the years. The current replacement 
phase is about 75% complete and is funded by a $525,000 Dept. of Water Resources grant.

Make Conservation  
the California Way of Life

CONSERVE WATER, RAIN OR SHINE.
Get more water saving tips at SaveOurWater.com

Fill the bathtub halfway  
or less
saves 17–25 gallons of water per bath

Fix leaks
saves 27–90 gallons of water per day

Install aerators
saves 0.7 gallons per minutes

Install high-efficiency toilets
saves 6–35 gallons per day

Recycle indoor water and 
use it to irrigate your garden
cuts water use by 30%

Take 5-minute showers 
instead of 10-minute showers
save 12.5 gallons per shower with a 
water-efficient showerhead

Turn off water when 
brushing teeth or shaving
saves 8 gallons per person each time 
you brush your teeth or shave

Wash full loads of clothes
saves 15–45 gallons per load

Use a dishwasher  
instead of handwashing
saves up to 24 gallons per load of dishes

Simple Ways to Save Water Around the House
California is experiencing climate shifts that bring more extreme weather, 
swinging between flood and drought. With the wets getting wetter and 
the hots getting hotter, every household is being asked to continue saving 
water for our future.

Use the tips below to find ways to reduce your daily water usage.  
Adopting some simple habits into your routine can really make a big difference. 

Be Water-Wise, Make Every Drop Count! 
•    This year’s winter rain and snowfall was about average and reservoirs have plenty of water, but AWA’s Ione and 
Tanner Water Treatment Plants are at their maximum capacity for treating drinking water. 
•    At peak summer demand, these two treatment plants that serve all Amador County city and lower elevation 
unincorporated area customers are too small and reaching the end of their useful lives. 
•    With your help, AWA is hoping to avoid emergency water conservation measures in the summer.
•    While California’s water supply conditions have greatly improved this year, this is just a moment in time and 
every household is being asked to use water wisely to help adapt to a hotter, drier future.

 
Making Progress with State and Federal Grant Funds

AWA Directors and staff are committed to securing state and federal grant funding for major projects 
needed to repair or upgrade Amador County’s aging and inadequate infrastructure. 
•    AWA is nearing completion on a new pump station to improve pressures and fire flow in LaMel 
Heights, aided by a $1.7 million FEMA grant.
•    In addition to the grants mentioned above, AWA is in the application process for five more grants, 
totalling in the millions of dollars, to pay for needed facilities or critical engineering studies.

Replacing leaking lines in Lake 
Camanche Village.

Save time and postage! Pay your bill easily and safely online
CLICK the PAY MY BILL button at amadorwater.org or call AWA Customer Service  

at 209-223-3018 for help setting up the best payment method for you.


